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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

Public Statement

Al Index: MDE 13/036/2004 (Public)
News Service No: 210
23 August 2004

IRAN: Amnesty International outraged at
reported execution of a 16 year old girl

Amnesty International today expressed its outrage at the reported
execution of a girl who is believed to be 16 years old, Ateqeh Rajabi,
in Neka in the northern Iranian province of Mazandaran, on 15
August, for "acts incompatible with chastity" (amal-e manafe-ye 'ofat).
Ategeh Rajabi was reportedly publicly hanged on a street in the city
centre of Neka.

Amnesty International is alarmed that this execution was carried out
despite reports that Ateqeh Rajabi was not believed to be mentally
competent, and that she reportedly did not have access to a lawyer at
any stage.

The execution of Ateqeh Rajabi is the tenth execution of a child
offender in Iran recorded by Amnesty International since 1990.
Amnesty International has urged Iran’s judicial authorities to halt
further executions of child offenders - people who were under 18 years
old at the time of the offence. This is to bring Iran’s law and practice
in line with requirements of international human rights law.

A bill to raise the minimum age for execution to 18 was reportedly
under consideration by parliament in December 2003. However, the
bill is not believed to have been ratified by the Guardian Council,
Iran’s highest legislative body.
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Amnesty International believes that the execution of Ateqeh Rajabi
underlines the urgent necessity that Iran pass legislation removing
provision for the execution of child offenders, thereby preventing
further execution of child offenders, and bringing Iran into line with its
obligations under international law.

Further, the organization is urging the authorities to clarify whether
Ateqgel Rajabi had legal representation and whether a legally approved
doctor deemed her psychologically fit to stand trial.

Background

According to report on Peyk-e Iran, Ateqeh Rajabi was sentenced to
death approximately three months ago, by a lower court in Neka in the
northern Iranian province of Mazandaran, for "acts incompatible with
chastity".

During her trial, at which she was reportedly not represented by a
lawyer, the judge allegedly severely criticised her dress, harshly
reprimanding her. It is alleged that Ateqeh Rajabi was mentally ill both
at the time of her crime and during her trial proceedings.

It is reported that although Ateqeh Rajabi's national ID card stated that
she was 16 years old, the Mazandaran Judiciary announced at her
execution that her age was 22.

The case reportedly attracted the attention of the Head of the Judiciary
for the Mazandaran province, who ensured that the case be heard
promptly by the Supreme Court. In Iran, all death sentences have to be
upheld by the Supreme Court before they can be implemented.

The death sentence was upheld by the Supreme Court, and Ateqeh
Rajabi was publicly hanged in the city centre of Neka on 15 August.
According to Peyk-e Iran, the lower court judge that issued the original
sentence was the person that put the noose around her head as she
went to the gallows.
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On the same night that she was buried, Ateqeh Rajabi's corpse was
reportedly removed from the grave by unknown individuals. The
Rajabi family have lodged a complaint and have called for an
investigation.

The co-defendant of Ateqeh Rajabi, an unnamed man, was reportedly
sentenced to 100 lashes. He was released after this sentence was
carried out.

As a party to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
and the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, Iran is bound not to
execute child offenders. Both treaties provide that capital punishment
shall not be imposed for offences committed by persons under 18 year
of age at the time of committing the offence.”
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Death and the maiden in Iran

By Alasdair Palmer
29 Aug 2004

Atefeh Rajabi appears to have been a fairly normal 16-year-old: sulky,
disobedient, and eager to have sex. In London, those attributes earn
lectures from parents and teachers on the importance of acting
responsibly and not being offensive. In the city of Neka in Iran, where
Atefeh Rajabi comes from, they get you hauled up in front of a judge.
Atefeh's typical teenage behaviour meant that she was charged and
found guilty of "acts incompatible with chastity". The judge in the
Islamic court ruled that the appropriate penalty was death. That's right:
death. Her sentence was confirmed by Iran's Supreme Court.

Two weeks ago, on August 15, the 16-year-old girl was hung from a
crane in the main square of Neka, in full public view, in order to keep
"society safe from acts against public morality".

Sharia law, the Islamic code which is supposed to govern punishments
in Iran, states that unmarried people who have sex should be punished
with 100 lashes. That was the chastisement meted out to the single
man with whom Atefeh was accused of "committing acts incompatible
with chastity".

Married women who have sexual relations with someone who is not
their husband should, according to Sharia, be stoned to death -
although Iran's chief justice, apparently revolted by the cruelty of
pelting women with rocks, ruled two years ago that stonings should be
abandoned.

Hanging is not prescribed for either category of transgressor. So what
was the judge (one Haji Rezaie) doing sentencing an "unchaste" 16-
year-old to hang? He said that she had a "sharp tongue" and had
"undressed in court".
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It seems that all she did was to take off her headscarf and insist that
she was the victim of an older man's advances: but even if she had
stripped naked and called the judge a fat ignorant bastard, those
actions would hardly merit death, even under Islamic law.
Nevertheless, the judge was so outraged that he decided he would
personally put the noose round the child's neck.

That disgraceful and disgusting "punishment" has excited a great deal
of condemnation in Iran among the reformists. As far as I can see, it
has not produced any comment here. Amnesty International issued a
statement expressing outrage at the execution (the tenth of a child in
Iran since 1990) - but no British newspaper or television station has
reported this.

Why not? The two extremes of pro- and anti-Muslim sentiment in
Britain are now united in not expecting even the most minimal ethical
standards from Islamic countries such as Iran: the pros because they
think that Islamic laws should not be criticised for fear of giving
offence; the antis because they think all Muslims are just a bunch of
irredeemable barbarians.

Those two extreme views have infected media coverage. What would
be headline news if it happened in America (can you imagine the
response if a 16-year-old girl was executed for having sex in Texas?)
is, because it happens in an Islamic state, apparently too banal to
count.

That attitude guarantees that more children will suffer Atefeh's fate. Of
course, it suits our Government - which is pushing for greater trade
links with our new-found ally, Iran - just fine if people think that
criticism of Islamic judges is inappropriate because standards are
different. But respecting Islam does not require accepting the judicial
murder of 16-year-olds (or indeed anyone, of any age) for having sex.
That's wrong wherever it happens. We need a Government, and a
press, that says so"?®
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Symposium:
Why the Mullahs Murdered Atefeh Rajabi

By: Jamie Glazov
Friday, September 17, 2004

Tehran’s despots recently hanged a 16-year-old girl. What is it in the
Arab-Islamic  culture that breeds the demonization and
dehumanization of the female?

Tehran’s despots recently hanged a 16-year-old girl. What is it in the
Arab-Islamic culture that breeds the demonization and dehumanization
of the female?

To discuss this issue with us today, Frontpage Symposium has
assembled a distinguished panel:

Dr. Donna M. Hughes, an expert on women’s human rights issues
who holds the Carlson Endowed Chair in Women’s Studies at the
University of Rhode Island. Her fields include: violence, slavery,
sexual exploitation, Islamic fundamentalism, and women's organized
resistance to violence and exploitation. She is frequently consulted by
governments and non-governmental organizations on policy related to
women's human rights, particularly on trafficking of women and girls
for sexual exploitation;

Dr. Nancy Kobrin, a psychoanalyst and Arabist who is the author of
the upcoming book, The Sheikh's New Clothes: Islamic Suicide Terror
and What It's Really All About.

And

Banafsheh Zand-Bonazzi, a native of Iran who is an activist and
writer based in New York.

FP: Donna Hughes, Nancy Kobrin, and Banafsheh Zand-Bonazzi,
welcome to Frontpage Symposium.
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This discussion is dedicated to Atafeh Rajabi and to her family. Let’s
take a moment of silence to reflect on the tragedy that befell Atefeh --
and on the suffering it represents of millions of persecuted peoples
behind the Mullahs’ Curtain.

[Moment of silence]|

*

FP: Ms. Zand-Bonazzi let me begin with you. Tell us a bit about the
circumstances behind Atefeh’s execution.

Zand-Bonazzi: Well, sadly this young woman was hung in public
charged with adultery. The man with whom she had allegedly had
sexual relations with was also arrested but he only received 75 lashes
apparently and then freed!

However, in spite of the fact that her entire family pleaded, was
condemned to death. Her parents had even specifically produced her
birth certificate proving that she was 16 (proving that she's not an
adult) and the ruling clergy of the town of NEKA (the town where she
was hung) forged papers and insisted that in fact she was 22 and that
that was enough reason to hang her.
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NOT EVEN her parents' word for their daughter's age was acceptable
to them because when these characters put their mind to it, they will
falsify anything they want in order to justify heinous acts...just like all
the "stories" they've woven around the death of the brave Ziba
Kazemi!

FP: Ms. Zand-Bonazzi, why does the male get lashes and the girl gets
executed? What is the psychology here?

Zand-Bonazzi: Well, according to the Islamic Republic of
Iran's interpretation of the Shari'a (I don't know how it's interpreted or
done in Arab countries) a woman is automatically the seductress,
however young and innocent. According to them, a man, no matter
how old and promiscuous, is considered to be a "victim."

Now, quite a few facts about this poor young girl has come to light.
First of all she was visibly mentally unwell (I guess bi-polar because
by all accounts she wasn't retarded or dysfunctional; she defended
herself at the so-called trial) She told the religious judge, Haji Rezaii,
that he should punish the main perpetrators of moral corruption not the
victims. I've also heard charges (which I had suspected would be the
story) that the Mullah judge, Hadji Rezai, who was also the proud
executioner, had in fact wanted her for himself as a "temporary wife"
and because either she or her parents had refused him, he had
become enraged and had turned against her and falsified her age as 22,
so that he could execute her.

I should add that this Mullah was not only the Judge but also the
executioner and he proudly hung the noose around her neck himself.
After her execution, he said publicly that her punishment was not
execution but he taught her a "lesson" because of her sharp tongue.

I do want to mention one thing about these "temporary marriages" if |
may...this allows men and women to get married for one hour or stay
married for the rest of their lives. It's basically for the most part, a
form of "legitimizing" prostitution and by the way, the woman has no
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rights to any income or assets of the man AND cannot be married to
another man though the man is allowed to have his main wife and as
many temporary wives he wants.

FP: Dr. Kobrin, this is obviously a very pathological and
dysfunctional culture where men clearly viciously oppress women in
the most crudest and despotic sense. It is no surprise, of course, that a
“God” is involved that religious tyrants exploit to wage their sexual
exploitation and subjugation of women. What are some of the roots to
this misogynistic terror?

Kobrin: Let me begin by extending my condolences to the family of
this young girl. It is a profound tragedy. I regret that I do not know her
name as | wish that she does not remain anonymous. Her murder is
classic paranoid behavior on the part of the Mullah, the perpetrator,
Sharia and the Ummah (the Arab Muslim world) -- the killing is not
named for what it really is -- murder. This is the same for honor killing
and, in my opinion, suicide bombing -- in that the real victims are
murdered but the violent act of murder is never admitted to by all
those involved. The perpetrator also claims that "she” or “the Other”
made him do it. When murder is denied, it is also terrifying for the
witnesses because they live under a death threat with the message that
you could be the next to be murdered if you dare to speak out.

While misogyny is the hatred of women in general, the misogynist
actually harbors an even older and very specific unconscious hatred of
the first woman in his life -- his mother. How do we know this? How
a man treats a woman or young girl, reveals how he feels about his
own mother as it is his first relationship in life with a woman.

But let's step back for a moment to think about where all this
misogynistic rage comes from. A baby is completely dependent upon
his mother for everything. This is the origin of the "terror" of
dependency and its attendant "fears of abandonment, shame and
humiliation" to be so dependent. At first a baby does not recognize his
mother as being separate from himself not only physically but also
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psychologically. It is only slowly over time that a baby growing into
the toddler years begins to develop a sense of mother as Other, apart
from his/herself. So in the first months of life, the mother and baby are
a unit of one. Two but "fused" together psychologically. The baby can
not be "independent."

These initial months in the life of a baby are also the beginnings of
sensuality and Eros through breast feeding, touching, bathing, playing
etc. for the baby. It sets the template for later "erotic" relationships.
Why? Because having sex recreates a "temporary" fusion of two
becoming one, reminiscent of the maternal fusion. The -early
attachment to the mother becomes displaced, so to speak, into sexual
relationship. Temporary marriage under Islamic law shows the
tenuousness of being in a relationship with a woman. It is essentially a
throw away relationship and highly disrespectful to women.

By the way, this is the origin for domestic violence and it can be
encountered across all cultures since everyone has a mother. However,
there is a higher rate of frequency in Arab Muslim culture for a series
of reasons, one being that it is not permissible to "separate" from the
mother. The mother is highly venerated, perhaps too much so as she is
too idealized and unrealistic. Indeed, the word Ummah comes from the
same root for mother in Arabic. The bond between mother and child
even into adulthood is not to be severed. This is very similar to Asian
cultures as well such as in Hindu culture and Japanese culture. There
also tends to be many child rearing practices that involve shaming.

The sex act is important here because in the case of this 16-year-old
young girl she was really raped. It can't be consensual sex; she has no
power. Rape, murder and suicide are all indicators that misogynistic
rage is very primitive, by which I mean that it arises early in the life of
the perpetrator by age three if not earlier. We know that in domestic
violence where conjoint murder and suicide occur routinely, that the
perpetrator manifests a traumatic bond with his victim partner which
links back to his early childhood experience with his own mother. His
rage is then projected outward and displaced on to his victim partner
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whom he subsequently murders .He is terrified of abandonment and
hates his feelings of helplessness.

Another point which fosters such misogynistic rage in Arab Muslim
culture is that the male baby is more valued than the female. The little
girl is the most devalued person in the entire Arab Muslim family.
Growing into adulthood, she is the most traumatized and hence the
most compromised for meeting the demands of motherhood too often
at too young an age. Yet ironically, the mother is "allegedly" venerated
when in fact as a little girl has been completely devalued and abused --
the trauma of all that can not be put behind so easily. As a mother she
bears the emotion scars and can not be as effective as she needs to be.

The case of the 16-year-old girl demonstrates that reality is twisted
around; what is true is denied. Not even her parents, her own mother,
could assert authority concerning her age. And since the Mullah felt
threatened by her being "sexual" and hence out of his control, the
Sharia solution is simple: deny reality and kill her off. It is all
projection of the Mullah's murderous rage meant for his own mother.
Instead of murdering his mother off in fantasy, the Mullah quite
literally acted out his murderous rage against his mother in real time
and space, on to this poor 16-year-old girl.32

Jamie Glazov is Frontpage Magazine's editor. He holds a Ph.D. in History
with a specialty in Russian, U.S. and Canadian foreign policy. He is the
author of Canadian Policy Toward Khrushchev’s Soviet Union and is the co-
editor (with David Horowitz) of The Hate America Left. He edited and wrote
the introduction to David Horowitz’s Left Illusions. His new book is United
in Hate: The Left's Romance with Tyranny and Terror. To see his previous
symposiums, interviews and articles Click Here. Email him at
jelazov(@rogers.com.
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Publicerad: 2004-10-15
Gila, 13, ska stenas till dods
Iranska flickans 15-4rige bror gjorde henne med barn

Iranska flickan Gila Izadi, 13, ska stenas till dods.
Anledningen: Hennes tva ar dldre bror har gjort

henne med barn.

I gar kvill slog fjolarets fredspristagare larm i
Stockholm.

Den 13-driga flickan ska, enligt uppgifter fran inblandade i Iran, ha
blivt gravid tillsammans med sin 15-arige bror. Barnen sitter nu
fangslade — hon i staden Marivan och han i huvudstaden Teheran.

For tvd veckor sedan fodde Gila Izadi sitt barn i1 fingenskap. Det
togs omedelbart ifran henne och de tva barnen stélldes infor ritta.

Brodern fick 150 piskrapp

— Domaren démde brodern till 150 piskrapp och systern ska stenas
till dods, sdger Nahid Riazi, vid danska IKIR (Kommittén for forsvaret
av iranska kvinnors réttigheter), till aftonbladet.se.

— Det diskuteras om straffet ska omvandlas till hangning.
Situationen dr oroande och mycket farlig for henne.

Nahid Riazi dr en av fa med kunskap om fallet. Iranska tidningar har
inte rapporterat om dodsdomen— och forst i veckan har uppgifterna
natt ut via nétsidor och radioséndningar. Sedan dess har nirstiende
kunnat fa ut uppgifter om vad som hénder barnen.

Larm till svenska Amnesty

I gar kom larmet till svenska Amnesty. Vid ett mote med Shirin
Ebadi, advokaten, ménniskorittskdimpen och Nobels fredspristagare
2003, berittade hennes delegation om fallet.

— En av dem berittade om dodsdomen. Vad vi kunde se fanns
flickan inte med bland véra blixtaktioner, siger svenska Amnestys
generalsekreterare Carl Soderbergh.

Executi on of Atefe | 159



ddble a8 Sla

Stockholmskontoret kontaktade pa fredagen organisationens
huvudkontor i London. De ska nu granska fallet Gila Izadi, men klart
ar att hon inte dr den forsta iranska flicka som riskerar dodsstraff.

— Det diskuteras om straffet ska omvandlas till hdngning. Situationen
ar oroande och mycket farlig for henne, sdger Nahid Riazi vid danska
Kommittén for forsvaret av iranska kvinnors rittigheter.

15 augusti hiangdes Atefeh Rajabi, 16.

16-arig flicka hiingdes

Den 15 augusti 1 ar hidngdes Atefeh Rajabi, 16, i staden Negah.
Flickan, som beskrivits som psykiskt sjuk, domdes till doden efter att
ha anklagats for att ha haft utomaktenskaplig sex.

I Iran bedoms flickor som straffmyndiga fran 9 ars alder. Nagot som
har vickt starka protester.

— Shirin Ebadi ser det som en av de allvarligaste

ménniskordttsfrigorna i Iran, att lagen behandlar unga flickor som
vuxna, sidger Carl Soderbergh.33
Mattias Lundell
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Hanged from a crane aged 16
Sunday, 23 July 2006
The Sunday Mirror

SIEXCLUSIVE JUSTICE IRAN STYLE: SICK GIRL
EXECUTED BY JUDGE SHE DEFIED Her crime?
She had sex with an unmarried man

By Susie Boniface

IT WAS exactly 6am and the start of another blisteringly hot summer
day when 16-year-old Atefeh Rajabi was dragged from her prison cell
and taken to be executed.

Every step of the way the troubled teenager plagued by mental
problems shouted "repentance, repentance" as the militiamen marched
her to the town's Railway Square.

The Iranian judge who had sentenced Atefeh to death was left
unmoved as he personally put the noose around her neck and signalled
to the crane driver.

Kicking and screaming, Atefeh was left dangling for 45 minutes from
the arm of the crane as the crowd sobbed and - under their breath -
damned the mullahs.

Atefeh's crime? Offending public morality. She was found guilty of
"acts incompatible with chastity" by having sex with an unmarried
man, even though friends say Atefeh was in such a fragile mental state
that she wasn't in a position to say no.
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But Judge Haji Rezaii was determined she should hang, regardless of
the rules of international law which say only adults over 18 can be
executed, and that the courts have a duty to children and the mentally
ill.

The brutal end to Atefeh's short life has shone a new light on Iran's
Shariah law, where adultery, theft and rape all carry the same
punishment - death. Officially around 100 people - some just children
like Atefeh - are executed each year. But human rights groups say the
true figure could be much higher in a country where only half of the
women can read, only one in 10 have a job and two-thirds are beaten
in their homes.

Life was never easy for Atefeh, who was brought up in the industrial
town of Neka, 250 miles from Tehran and close to the Caspian Sea.
Her mother died when she was a child and her father Ghasseem, a
heroin addict, left her grandparents to bring her up. She suffered from
bi-polar disorder, which led to severe mood swings from hyperactivity
to depression. Worried parents told their children to stay away from
her - something many regret now. "Perhaps we should have helped her
instead," said Hamid. "I think the death of her mother had a
devastating effect. Before that, she was a normal girl. Her mother was
everything to her. After she died, there was no one to look after her."

Mina, a childhood friend, said Atefeh was abused by a close relative.
"She never dared talk about it with an adult," said Mina. "If she had
told her teacher they'd have called her a whore. Tell the police? They
lock you up and rape you." Atefeh first appeared in court, accused of
having sex with an unmarried man at 14. Over the next two years she
was accused of the same crime with different men.

They denied it and were sentenced to the lash and then released. But
Atefeh pleaded guilty and each time received 100 lashes and a prison
term. Mina said: "Atefeh sometimes talked about what these 'moral’'
Islamic policemen did to her while she was in jail. She still had
nightmares about that. Atefeh said her mood swings made it easy for
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men to take advantage of her, and that most of her lovers were in the
security force."

Two of them were members of the anti-vice militia. They encouraged
other men to sign statements saying Atefeh had engaged in vice, and
even claimed she had AIDS.

It was when Atefeh appeared before Judge Rezaii for a fourth time that
she lost her temper - and also her life. In a rage she tore off her hi jab -
a headscarf - and told the judge she had been raped and it was his duty
to punish her tormentors, not their victim.

Rezaii told her she would hang for her "sharp tongue" and that he
would put the noose around her neck himself. It became a personal
crusade as he travelled to Tehran and convinced the Supreme Court to
uphold his verdict.

Two petitions by her friends, saying she was mentally unwell, were
ignored. Her father produced her birth certificate proving she was 16.
Yet the judges "decreed" she was 22.

Atefeh also wrote to the Supreme Court: "There are medical
documents that prove I have a weak nerve and soul. In some minutes
of the day and night I lose my sanity. In a society where an insane
person can be serially raped it is no wonder that a person like me is the
victim of such an ugly act."

The day before she died she wrote again, saying: "Repentance,
repentance, repentance." In Iranian law anyone who shows remorse
has an automatic stay of execution and a right to appeal, but she was
ignored.

A local pharmacist watched Atefeh's execution on August 15, 2004.
"She looked so young standing there," he said. "Rezaii must have felt a
personal grudge against her. He put the rope around her neck himself. I
looked around and everyone in the crowd was sobbing and damning
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the mullahs." The family's lawyer has now filed a suit of wrongful
execution against the judge and is preparing a murder case. Her life is
also the subject of a secretly filmed documentary, Execution of a
Teenage Girl, which will be screened on BBC2 on Thursday.

One of Atefeh's teachers said the authorities wanted to make an
example of her: "She wouldn't take injustice from anyone, but the
mullahs equate these qualities in a girl to prostitution and evil. They
wanted to give all the girls and women a lesson."

Amnesty International UK director Kate Allen said: "The killing of
Atefeh is a catalogue of the most appalling human rights violations.
The public hanging of a child, believed to be mentally incompetent,
totally beggars belief. To hang a child flies in the face of all that is
humane."

CRUELTY OF SHARIA LAW
PENALTIES imposed by Iran's religious mullahs include:

THEFT: Amputation of hands or feet for persistent offenders.
ADULTERY: Death by stoning.

UNMARRIED SEX: 100 lashes.

CONVERSION TO RELIGION OTHER THAN ISLAM: Death.
SODOMY: Death for adults, 74 lashes for consenting child.
LESBIANISM: 100 lashes, or on the fourth occasion death.
HOMOSEXUAL KISS: 60 lashes.

RUBBING ANOTHER MAN'S THIGHS OR BUTTOCKS: 99 lashes
- on 4th occasion, death. ¥
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Death of a teenager

Last year producer Monica Garnsey travelled undercover to Iran to
investigate the execution of teenager Atefah Sahaaleh

= Monica Garnsey

= MediaGuardian,

Thursday 27 July 2006 07.43 BST

= Article history

Atefah Sahaaleh: executed at 16

On November 26 2005, I travelled to Iran to research and film
undercover the documentary Execution of a Teenage Girl. The
programme tells the story of Atefah Sahaaleh, 16, from northern Iran,
hanged in public in August 2004 for having had sex outside marriage,
a so-called "crime against chastity".

A number of Iranian journalists and lawyers had strong evidence that
the judiciary had broken Iran's own law in executing Atefah. But
because of the censorship of the Iranian press, it was extremely
difficult for them to get the truth to a wider audience.

My executive producer, Paul Hamann, who is also the chairman of
anti-death penalty charity Reprieve, was passionate about the project.
But if we asked the Iranian authorities openly for a visa to investigate
such a story, we would have been laughed out of the embassy.

After very careful consideration, we decided we should travel to Iran
undercover, posing as tourists.

I'd filmed in Iran this way once before, in 2003, but it's a horrible way
of working. From the moment you arrive in the country, you are
breaking the law.

The Foreign Office regards it as reckless and tells you firmly not to do
it. If you get caught, you may be accused by the Iranian authorities not
just of being a journalist there without permission but of spying.
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But any risks I'd be taking would be dwarfed by those taken by the
Iranian members of the team. If they were caught working with a
British undercover journalist, the consequences would be severe.

On my 2003 trip, I'd had a wonderful fixer and the trip had gone off
without any problems. But he'd then collaborated with a project that
the Iranian authorities did not like and had spent three months in
prison. That was under the so-called reformist President Khatami.
Now new President Ahmadinejad has shocked and depressed my
friends and contacts in Tehran. The rulebook they'd lived by under Mr
Khatami has been torn up, and they don't know what to expect. Many
sounded scared.

After July 2005, and Ahmadinejad's election, even tourist visas
became difficult to come by. Finally, I got in by pretending to be
engaged to my half Iranian, half British colleague. We bought a £17
ring from Kentish Town High Street. My "fiance" and I left for Iran on
November 26, carrying a basic undercover filming kit in our bags.

The deadline for my return was non-negotiable; my mother's 60th
birthday party on December 21. If I didn't turn up, my family would
never forgive me.

Day one

The plane to Iran is virtually empty - perhaps 20 passengers.

We have to report our movements to our tour company, which will
report our whereabouts to the tourist ministry. But because P, my
colleague and pretend fiance, is half Iranian, we'll be quite
independent.

In the summer of 2003, just months after my last undercover trip to
Iran, Canadian/Iranian photojournalist Zahra Kazemi was arrested for
photographing Evin prison in Tehran. She was raped and badly beaten
in custody before the interrogators realised she was a Canadian citizen.
Tragically, she died of her injuries in prison.

As the plane prepares to land, British Airways passes on the message
that we are required, from now on, to conform to Iran's Islamic dress
code. The cosmopolitan women around me, dressed in jeans and
trousers, pull scarves out of their bags.

I'm endlessly fascinated by the individually stylish ways Iranian
women find to wear their hijab. I have the same scarf I wore for my
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last trip. It's huge and soft and doubles as a security blanket - we were
very lucky that time.

We land in Tehran airport and reach passport control. P is asked in
detail about me and whether I'll convert to Islam before we marry. He
assures the guard that [ will, and we're in.

The officials don't look for or find the camera or microphone in my
suitcase.

Day two

We visit the tomb of the medieval Persian poet Hafez in a park at
sunset. It's a regular evening pilgrimage for young Iranians. They walk
down the avenues of lemon trees and past the shallow reflecting pools
to the raised tombstone, where they recite his poems silently, like
prayers. In the shadows, couples hold hands.

We talk to the guys on the neighbouring table to us in a teahouse - they
tell us many of the girls in this romantic place are actually prostitutes,
students who need money.

Every so often the moral police clamp down on parks and teahouses
where girls and boys spend time together. All these guys can tell
stories of being stopped by the police. But they live a kind of double
life, with a highly attuned sense of what they can get away with.

From what I've seen and heard, young middle-class Iranians break the
law daily, if not hourly. Our wonderful young fixer watches Seinfeld
and Friends on illegal satellite and has a very beautiful girlfriend with
whom he may well commit crimes against chastity on a regular basis.
That's probably why Atefah's story so horrified young Iranians. In the
re-telling, they've romanticised her story somewhat.

Though Atefah came from what was originally a good family, and had
cousins who went to university to read law and botany, her own
childhood was tragic. Her mother died in a traffic accident and her
father became a heroin addict. She lived with her grandparents and,
though her grandmother was very fond of her, her grandfather seems
to have been a bully.

By the time she was in her early teens, Atefah seems to have been
wild, the kind of girl who was asking for trouble, who didn't care about
rules, who answered back. She was also too pretty for her own good,
apparently.
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I imagine her as a kind of Iranian Emily Lloyd in Wish You Were
Here, who cycles round the town showing off her legs, looking for
trouble. Girls aren't allowed to use bicycles in Iran but I'm sure Atefah
found other ways of drawing attention to herself. A caller from her
home town of Neka to Radio Fadr said men used to wolf-whistle at
her.

Day five: Tehran

After checking into our hotel, and changing taxis twice, we finally
meet our team in the safe flat we're using. It feels fantastic to get going
and we brainstorm about how we're going to spend the next few days.
After Atefah's execution, which seems to have caught people almost
entirely by surprise, there was a wave of revulsion at what the
authorities had done to her and many people phoned the dissident
media.

A few journalists followed up the story and managed to establish the
key facts of the case. The authorities had referred to Atefah as a 22-
year-old but her birth certificate proved she was 16.

Executing those under 18 is hugely controversial in Iran. The
government promised to stop the practice in 1995 but, according to
campaigners, it has continued in secret. In Atefah's case, the
authorities had been caught red-handed. But why were they so eager to
execute her that they'd falsify her real age?

I'm amazed that we've got a list of people who are prepared to go on
the record to say what they know about the case. They include
formidable lawyer Shirin Ebadi, whose Nobel Peace Prize gives her a
protected status.

But interviewing people from Neka and those close to Atefah will be
incredibly difficult. We have some evidence that police corruption
played a key part in Atefah's story. And, after her death, the police had
made the rounds of a number of people close to Atefah and threatened
them not to talk to the media.

So we have many sources who we won't be able to film on camera and
whom the authorities must never know we're meeting. We are trying to
line up safe houses.

Our top priority among our list of our potential on-camera
interviewees 1s Atefah's father, Safer Ali. We don't know what to
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expect of him. His drug problems had meant he'd been a hopeless
father, although he apparently adored his daughter and was desolate
now. Since her death, he'd gone cold turkey and is trying to reform
himself. He's left Neka.

Finding a former drug addict, who has no telephone, in a strange city
six hours from Tehran ... getting him to a safe house ... making a
judgment call about whether he is really in a position to give informed
consent about giving an interview ... all without alerting the
authorities.

It's a nasty seven-hour drive across the mountains to get to him. We're
all praying that Safer Ali will be at his last known address and be
cogent. Our fixer, J, sets off and we don't know when he'll be back.

Day six: Tehran

According to Iran's constitution, with sharia law placed over any
parliamentary law, reformist legislation can be ignored at any time by
any sharia judge. Under sharia law, the age of criminal responsibility
for a girl is nine (for boys it is 15). A girl of nine can be tried and
sentenced in the same way as a man of 40.

We have obtained copies of the two court verdicts; the first, from Neka
court, giving Atefah the death penalty for crimes against chastity, and
the supreme court of appeal verdict, surveying the case and ratifying
the death penalty.

The Neka court verdict does not refer to Atefah's age. But there were
obviously some additional papers accompanying this verdict that we
don't have.

In the supreme court verdict, Atefah is described as 22. An anonymous
web article said: "The judge said his eyes were as good as a birth
certificate. She was 22 and an adulteress."

The judge also said on another occasion that Atefah told him she was
22. It's just conceivable that she lied about her age in the hope it would
get her out of trouble. But it would have taken a moment to check her
birth certificate or school records. Tragically neither she nor her family
knew that making a fuss about her real age might have saved her life.

Day seven
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I'm desperate to find out about Atefah's boyfriend, who seems to have
been the one good thing in her life.

We are told that this boyfriend adored Atefah and wanted to marry her.
He was 19 or 20 and worked for a state agency. The relationship seems
to have continued for a number of years and he visited her in prison.
But she was too young to marry and, presumably, his family would
have disapproved at his association with this fallen girl.

J returns from his mission to find Atefah's father. J looks completely
exhausted, having spent 14 hours on the road. He was found living in a
high-rise and is apparently drug free. He kissed J shoes in gratitude for
trying to help his daughter's case. Safer Ali has promised to come
down to Tehran in two days. Sadly he couldn't come any sooner. I'm
worried he'll get cold feet.

Day nine: Tehran

I'm getting through my shot list reasonably well, but there are a few
things that are proving very difficult, like filming the supreme court,
which backed up Judge Haji Rezai's verdict of execution on Atefah.
Judge Haji Rezai managed to get Atefah's appeal through the supreme
court at many times they normal speed. Atefah was arrested at home,
washing rice, on May 2 2004.

After three days, they held a trial and she was sentenced to death. (God
knows what happened to her in those three days, as she confessed to
her sexual relationship with Ali Daroubi, which she'd never done
before. Did they beat it out of her?)

On June 6, the appeal hearing was scheduled in Tehran and, by August
12, she was dead. We've heard that, in normal circumstances, a serious
case like murder would take a minimum of six months to reach the
appeal stage.

It is very hard to believe that the speed with which Atefah's case was
concluded merely down to the authorities' desire to be efficient. It's a
crucial part of the story but it's going to be really hard to tell visually,
and indeed journalistically, since the truth is locked up in the sealed
files of the supreme court.

Only certain vehicles with the right permission are allowed into the
central area that houses the supreme court. During daylight hours at
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least we take a taxi, but there are "no filming" signs everywhere and it
is just too difficult to get decent shots. We'll go back at night.

Day 10: Safer Ali

He finally turns up, overexcited and exhausted after an eight-hour
journey. He's sunburned, with bright eyes and is wearing an army
jacket. Knowing Atefah's photos as well as I now do, the family
resemblance is very strong.

Safer Ali takes the strangeness of a foreign, and female, director in his
stride. It's a very good interview, very impassioned.

He was not there for his daughter when she needed him most. She was
abused by Ali Daroubi, by a man he knew, and he did not spot this or
protect her from it. Though he tried as hard as he could, with no
money, to get a lawyer for his daughter, surely there was more he
could have done? The truth is that his heroin addiction made him a
pretty useless human being for years. But there's no doubt at all that
he's very sorry now. He seems clean and determined to stay that way.
The strangest thing is hearing him repeat Atefah's words. For example:
"Atefah used to say the moon won't always stay behind the clouds -
and she was right." You get the sense she was a very articulate
teenager.

Day 11

We pick up J and N and set off north. As we hit the mountain road just
north of Tehran, I finally understand why everyone is so frightened of
this drive. For three hours at least, as we go over the mountains, it's
just a single lane, with a vertical drop into the stony valley on one side
and kamikaze lorry drivers overtaking each other at full pelt.

In a bleak apartment block we finally meet with our key sources (who
cannot be identified for their own safety). Our interviews last an
overwhelming six or seven hours. There are a lot of tears. It is clear
that Atefah's death changed them. One of them was very religious. She
did not believe such a thing could ever be done in the name of Islam.
Another confronted the judge very directly on a number of occasions
and has had to flee Neka.

We learn a lot more about Atefah's dysfunctional family. After her
mother's death, Atefah's little brother drowned in the river.
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The details of Atefah's abuse by Ali Daroubi, which Atefah told her
aunt about in prison, are horrendous. Apparently she could only walk
on all fours afterwards because of the pain. Her family at the time
seem to have hated and punished her rebellious behaviour but not
found out its root cause.

A number of people we've talked to are convinced Atefah was killed to
shut her up.

Their general reading of the situation is that Atefah was taken
advantage of by the moral police in Neka, who knew of Ali Daroubi's
abuse and abused her too. Then, for some reason, they decided to get
her out of the way. Atefah never seemed to follow rules and she didn't
seem to know the rules about keeping quiet. So they used Ali Daroubi
as a scapegoat to prosecute Atefah and get her out of the way.

We have heard a similar interpretation of events from many people but
it is so hard to substantiate.

However, two months after Atefah's death, there was a big wave of
arrests in Neka and two moral policemen were arrested, accused of
organising a child sex ring.

Day 13

As we enter Behshahr, (site of Atefah's prison and courthouse), we
suddenly come across four mullahs in quick succession, out and about
Behshahr's main street. We've been in Iran almost two weeks.
Surprisingly, we've only seen one mullah so far, in Shiraz (he was very
young and friendly, and talked to us before getting onto the back of his
friend's moped and driving off into the night).

We drive through Neka. It's late morning now, the sun has gone. Neka
is a grim small town. There are no old buildings at all to make it
picturesque. It was very badly flooded some years ago. It doesn't seem
poor, just ugly.

Looking round Neka, Judge Haji Rezai's excuse as to why he felt it
necessary to rush Atefah's trial and execution through so quickly is
somewhat ironic. He felt that "Neka was becoming lax and immoral,
and he wanted to clean it up, particularly because it was the summer
months, and lots of tourists were stopping off."

I feel sure that it's a very long time since any tourist has stopped in
Neka, except perhaps to find a toilet.
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Around lunchtime we arrive in Sari. I feel completely unable to shake
off the horrible atmosphere of this whole area.

Day 14

It's too dangerous to film in Neka in broad daylight, so we leave at
7am. It's a tiny town, just a few streets. There are absolutely no
westerners here. Neka is famous for one reason, and one reason only -
Atefah. I'm getting very twitchy.

Day 15 - Neka

We got up at 4am - again. Goodness knows what the hotel
management made of it.

By S5am we were in Neka to film the square where Atefah was
executed. It's a piece of scrubland just a couple of streets away from
her house. There's chicken wire round one edge. It's perhaps the size of
a football pitch, empty, a wasteland. Around the edge are houses.
Apparently the female guard who Atefah's friend accused of
persecuting Atefah lives in one of them.

We've tried to come up with alibis for everywhere we've filmed. Our
alibi today was that we were driving south, and had stopped to buy
bread, and for J to have a nap. People do drive at night in Iran as it's
marginally safer, but it was a lousy alibi. Any Neka policeman would
see through it in an instant, particularly one with a guilty conscience.
We sat in the car with the engine off, as I filmed the sun rising behind
the buildings.

Atefah was killed at dawn, six in the morning. On the day of Atefah's
execution, the Mr N told us, this patch of wasteland was nearly full of
people come to watch.

According to sharia law, execution for sex outside marriage should be
by stoning, but shortly after the revolution, the Iranian authorities took
to hanging people from cranes no matter what the crime. It's quick,
cheap, and provides a spectacle for the crowd.

We've seen footage from other recent executions in Iran. The
technique is so perfunctory. A lorry with a crane is parked up. A noose
is put around the victim's neck, and the victim is blindfolded. Some
people have told us that a mullah says words from the Qur'an, but in
the footage we've seen the killers have been perfunctory. The crane
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arm is then raised to its full height, and with it the noose. The victim
dies of strangulation. The body swings in the air. B told us that
sometimes they move the crane arm slowly from far left extension to
right to display the body to everyone in the crowd.

Atefah's friend told us that he saw a couple of men in the crowd
filming Atefah's execution on mobile phones. Someone rushed to her
aunt and said - "We've filmed it, we'll put it on the internet." So far this
footage hasn't surfaced. I don't know if I could bear to watch it. A
sixteen-year-old girl's execution in accordance to laws written in the
early middle ages, filmed on a mobile phone.

Haji Rezai put the noose around Atefah's neck himself, and left her
body hanging for 45 minutes. Then he drove away in his black
Peugeot 406.

Day 16

We are so relieved to leave the Neka area. We will come back if any of
our remaining leads bear fruit but we think it is just too dangerous to
stay in Mazandaran any longer - there is really no plausible reason
why a group like us would be hanging around. My one hope is that
Atefah's boyfriend will come forward and talk to us. We just don't
know what happened to him. According to Atefah's friend, Hussein
visited her in prison all three times she was arrested. That means their
romance continued over at least two-and-a-half years. But after Atefah
received her death sentence, she never saw him again, though she was
in prison for a further two months. No one knows where he is at the
moment. Did the relationship become too much for him? Did his
family forbid him to associate with her, now that her secret was out?
Did the police chase him off? We have a number of people looking for
him. I want to know for Atefah's sake. I really want to find out that
there was a good reason he didn't ever say goodbye to her.

Day 17 - interview Shadi Sadr, lawyer

Judge Haji Rezai made, from my notes, the following procedural
errors in Iranian law:

‘He got Atefah's age wrong - she was 16, not 22 as he described her.
(This meant that he conveniently sidestepped the freeze in place on
executions of those under 18)
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- He convicted Atefah for "adultery" though she was not married.

- He failed to give Atefah a chance of a second appeal

- He failed to give the family notice of Atefah's execution date

- He executed Atefah himself though the judge is meant merely to
preside, with the killing being done by a separate official.

In Britain, the standard of proof needed for conviction is "beyond
reasonable doubt". In sharia law it is "the knowledge of the judge".

Day 18 - Khomenei's tomb

We have now heard from five sources that Judge Haji Rezai was
involved in the political purges of 1983. We sit with A as he tells us
what happened to his brothers, fairly typical of the leftwing students
who were initially swept up in the revolution then witnessed their
friends being killed as the Islamists turned on any opposition.
Mohammad Hoshi's fiancee, aged 17, was arrested for having a flyer
for a political party in her bag. He never saw her again. She was
executed in prison.

Judge X famously flew from place to place in a helicopter, issuing
mass execution orders. Another one ordered his own son to be
executed. S tells us that Haji Rezai was one of 95 judges hand-picked
by the Ayatollah Khomenei to preside over the revolutionary courts in
Tehran, and to orchestrate the clean-up.

If Judge Haji Rezai is indeed one of these 1983 judges, a lot falls into
place. They are seen by many as virtually untouchable. Either because
the revolution is grateful to them for its survival, or, more cynically,
because they know where the bodies are buried and would bring others
down with them.

We go back to J's to continue backing up the rushes. Brain dead, we
watch Seinfeld and Friends on his illegal cable.

Day 19 - the embassy

We have seven tapes of interviews, five tapes of locations and
countless transcripts of off-the-record recorded interviews.

I feel I have a very clear, if heartbreaking, idea of the chain of events
in the last two years of Atefah's life. Though sadly it will be very
difficult to substantiate much of what we've been told on one hand,
and on the other hand we cannot reveal the identify of many of our
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sources, I think we can say enough to get the message through loud
and clear.

I am very sad that we haven't heard from Atefah's boyfriend. But I
don't blame him.

As far as everything else goes, I don't know if things have gone well
because of all the careful planning, or if we've been lucky. There are
lots of things I'd love to do still but the very strong and sensible
message from above is - get back safely and soon, nothing else
matters.

But all we have achieved so far is meaningless unless we get the tapes
out.

P leaves, a couple of days earlier than me as planned, as the days when
we try to get the tapes out are high risk. His girlfriend has apparently
lost almost a stone in three weeks from worry about him as it is.

Day 21

The most horrible scramble imaginable. J and I are stuck for four
hours at X as we pass on the tapes. The passengers have already had
their last call by the time I arrive at departures. I feel sick with nerves
but it absolutely must not show in front of the officials. There's another
last-minute delay while J and I are questioned closely about our
relationship - some official saw us hug the other day as we waved
Arash off, he was understandably upset as he doesn't know when he
will see him again. It is now 10.45. The plane was meant to leave at
10.15.

But bless British Airways; the plane is either late or, just possibly,
waits for me. As I scramble on board, a steward says: "They didn't
want to let you go, did they!"

Five tense days later, Paul Hamann breathes a huge sigh of relief as he
receives the last of the rushes, which all got through safely.

- Monica Garnsey is the producer/director of Execution of a Teenage
Girl, which will be shown at 9pm on Thursday July 27 on BBC2"**
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Execution of a teenage girl

A television documentary team has pieced together details
surrounding the case of a 16-year-old girl, executed two
years ago in Iran.

On 15 August, 2004, Atefah Sahaaleh |-
was hanged in a public square in the
Iranian city of Neka. '
Her death sentence was imposed for |
""crimes against chastity".
The state-run newspaper accused her of
adultery and described her as 22 years ™%
old.
But she was not married - and she was L= : -
just 16. Atefah Sahaaleh: wrongly
described as being 22 years old

Sharia Law

In terms of the number of people executed by the state in 2004, Iran is
estimated to be second only to China.

In the year of Atefah's death, at least 159 people were executed in
accordance with the Islamic law of the country, based on the Sharia
code.

Since the revolution, Sharia law has been Iran's highest legal authority.
Alongside murder and drug smuggling, sex outside marriage is also a
capital crime.

As a signatory of the International Convention on Civil and Political
Rights, Iran has promised not to execute anyone under the age of 18.

But the clerical courts do not answer to parliament. They abide by their
religious supreme leader, Ayatollah Khamenei, making it virtually
impossible for human rights campaigners to call them to account.
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Code of behaviour

At the time of Atefah's execution in
Neka, journalist Asiech Amini heard
rumours the girl was just 16 years
old and so began to ask questions.

"When I met with the family," says
Asieh, "they showed me a copy of
her birth certificate, and a copy of
her death certificate. Both of them
show she was born in 1988. This

gave me legitimate grounds to
investigate the case." To teach others a lesson, Atefah's
execution was held in public

So why was such a young girl executed? And how could she have been
accused of adultery when she was not even married?

Disturbed by the death of her mother when she was only four or five
years old, and her distraught father's subsequent drug addiction, Atefah
had a difficult childhood.

She was also left to care for her elderly grandparents, but they are said
to have shown her no affection.

In a town like Neka, heavily under the control of religious authorities,
Atefah - often seen wandering around on her own - was conspicuous.

It was just a matter of time before she came to the attention of the
"moral police", a branch of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard, whose job
it is to enforce the Islamic code of behaviour on Iran's streets.

Secret relationship

Being stopped or arrested by the
moral police is a fact of life for
many Iranian teenagers.

&% Atefah was soon caught in a
downward spiral of arrest and ??
abuse
Previously arrested for attending a party and being alone in a car with a
boy, Atefah received her first sentence for "crimes against chastity"
when she was just 13.
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Although the exact nature of the crime is unknown, she spent a short
time in prison and received 100 lashes.

When she returned to her home town, she told those close to her that
lashes were not the only things she had to endure in prison. She
described abuse by the moral police guards.

Soon after her release, Atefah became involved in an abusive
relationship with a man three times her age.

Former revolutionary guard, 51-year-old Ali Darabi - a married man
with children - raped her several times.

She kept the relationship a secret from both her family and the
authorities.

Atefah was soon caught in a downward spiral of arrest and abuse.

Local petition

@& Men's word is accepted
much more clearly and much
more easily than women

Circumstances surrounding Atefah's
fourth and final arrest were unusual.
The moral police said the locals had
submitted a petition, describing her as a Mohammad Hoshi,
"source of immorality" and a "terrible Iranian lawyer and exile
influence on local schoolgirls".

But there were no signatures on the petition - only those of the arresting
guards.

Three days after her arrest, Atefah was in a court and tried under Sharia
law.

The judge was the powerful Haji Rezai, head of the judiciary in Neka.
No court transcript is available from Atefah's trial, but it is known that
for the first time, Atefah confessed to the secret of her sexual abuse by
Ali Darabi.

However, the age of sexual consent for girls under Sharia law - within
the confines of marriage - is nine, and furthermore, rape is very hard to
prove in an Iranian court.

"Men's word is accepted much more clearly and much more easily than
women," according to Iranian lawyer and exile Mohammad Hoshi.
"They can say: 'You know she encouraged me' or 'She didn't wear

proper dress'.

Executi on of Atefe | 179



ddble a8 Sla

Court of appeal

When Atefah realised her case was
hopeless, she shouted back at the judge
and threw off her veil in protest.

It was a fatal outburst.

She was sentenced to execution by
hanging, while Darabi got just 95
lashes.

Shortly before the execution, but
unbeknown to her family, documents
that went to the Supreme Court of &% She was my love, my heart...
Appeal described Atefah as 22. I did everything for her,
"Neither the judge nor even Atefah's everything I could 29
court appointed lawyer did anything to
find out her true age," says her father.
And a witness claims: "The judge just looked at her body, because of the
developed physique... and declared her as 22."

Judge Haji Rezai took Atefah's documents to the Supreme Court
himself.

And at six o'clock on the morning of her execution he put the noose
around her neck, before she was hoisted on a crane to her death.

Atefah's father

Pain and death

During the making of the documentary about Atefah's death the
production team telephoned Judge Haji Rezai to ask him about the case,
but he refused to comment.

The human rights organisation Amnesty International says it is
concerned that executions are becoming more common again under
President Mahmoud Ahmedinajad, who advocates a return to the pure
values of the revolution.

The judiciary have never admitted there was any mishandling of
Atefah's case.

For Atefah's father the pain of her death remains raw. "She was my love,
my heart... I did everything for her, everything I could," he says.

He did not get the chance to say goodbye."*!
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Det iranska prasterskapets senaste
vidriga flickmord

Den 15: e augusti hingdes Atefeh Rajabi i staden Neka tillhdrande
provinsen Mazandaran, angrinsande till Kaspiska havet 1 norra Iran.
Allt sedan den islamiska regimens maktdvertagande i1 Iran har
avrattningar tillhort vardagen. Barbariska bestraffningsmetoder som
stening till dods, lemléstning eller piskning praktiseras helt Oppet
enligt den islamiska regimens regelverk.

Mord och dodande dr alltid avskyvérda vilka motiven d4n ma vara.
Avrittningen av Atefeh Rajabi kan inte rdknas som en bland alla andra
statliga mord som dagligen sedan 1980 skett i Iran. En av de mycket
viktiga skillnaderna dr Atefeh Rajabis &lder. Hon var bara 16 &r nir
hon fick snaran om halsen och berdvades livet for att ha haft sex
utanfor dktenskapet. Hon hingdes sedan hogsta domstolen gett sitt
samtycke till hennes avrittning. Mannen i forhallandet domdes
déremot till hundra piskrapp.

Atefeh var barn trots myndigheternas senkomna pastdenden om att hon
var 22 ar gammal. Hon var bara en tonarsflicka och miste livet i en
rattegang utan advokat. Hon domdes till doden for att hon Oppet
trotsade  préasterskapets kvinnofientliga och  minniskovidriga
varderingar. Hon fick sétta livet till eftersom hon inte riddes déden
och “kiftade emot” priastdomaren vilken pd egen hand satte snaran om
hennes sproda hals. Hon fick dingla dér pa torget i 45 minuter for
prasterskapets mordande varderingar; for att skrimma kvinnor till dods
och tvinga dem till underkastelse redan fran barndomen.

Detta &r inte fOrsta gangen den islamiska regimen krinker de
internationellt erkdnda konventionerna om mainskliga réittigheter.
Atefeh Rajabi dr det tionde barnet som har avrittats 1 Iran sedan 1990
enligt Amnesty International.
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Avrittningen av Atefeh Rajabi ar ett vedervirdigt brott mot
minskligheten. Den islamiska regimen madste kraftfullt fordomas
virlden 6ver. Denna vidriga behandling av barn far aldrig forlatas.
Detta  uppenbara  statliga  barnamord; denna  medeltida
kvinnodiskriminering; detta hdn mot ménskligheten maste sta de
islamiska makthavarna dyrt.

De stater och institutioner som héller tyst i1 detta drende é&r
medansvariga for det avskyvédrda flickmordet. Den senaste
fredspristagaren, advokaten Shirin Ebadi, dr bland de tysta. Hennes
pastadda barnsrittsengagemang végde tydligen oerhort mycket mindre
dn hennes respekt for de barn- och kvinnofientliga islamiska
viardegrunderna.

Vi uppmanar den svenska regeringen, politiska partier, alla
minniskordtts- och barnrittsorganisationer och alla ménniskor att
fordoma den islamiska regimens avrittning av barn. Kridv ett
omedelbart avskaffande av ddédsdomar och alla méinniskovidriga
bestraffningsmetoder. De ménskliga réttigheterna ar universella och
ingen land far krinka dem.

Sénd era protester till den iranska beskickningen och till presidenten
Khatami:

Iranska ambassaden / Box 6031 / 181 06 Lidingd / Sweden
consular@iran.se

khatami@president.ir

Soleyman Ghasemiani
Ordf. Barnen Forst
2004-08-25"52
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“Tilbakestaende jente har fatt dedsdom i Iran”
Som barn ble hun tvunget ut i prostitusjon. Na er hun
demt til deden for utuktig omgang med menn. Amnesty
International gér i forbenn for henne.

B AV: per a. christiansen
Publisert: 17.des. 2004 (00:07)

= Jraksk soldat drept pa grensen til Saudi-Arabia
» [ran arrangerer Irak-konferanse
= Jran sgker selvmordsbombere

Tragedie. Da hun var dtte &r gammel, ble tvunget ut i prostitusjon av
sin mor. Senere har familien to ganger solgt henne til eldre menn som
har leid henne ut til horekunder. Til sammen har hun fodt tre barn, det
forste da hun var ni ar gammel. Né er hun demt til deden av en iransk
domstol. Hennes mentale alder er fortsatt atte ar.Slik beskriver
Amnesty International skjebnen til en nd 19 ar gammel iransk jente
organisasjonen omtaler som Leyla M. Opplysningene bygger pa
meldinger i iransk presse. Dedsdommen mé godkjennes av Irans
hoyesterett, og Amnesty har satt i gang en aksjon for a fa den omgjort.

Doedsdommen

Leyla M. herer hjemme i industribyen Arak, omkring 30 mil servest
for Teheran. Det var her hun i en alder av 18 ar ble demt til deden for
bordellvirksomhet, for seksuell omgang med ner familie og for a ha
fodt barn utenfor ekteskap. Ifolge dommen skal hun piskes for
henrettelsen finner sted.Ifelge iransk presse har sosialarbeidere flere
ganger foretatt en mentalundersekelse av Leyla M. Hver gang har de
kommet til at hennes mentale alder er étte ar. Disse resultatene skal
ikke veere fremlagt for domstolen, som apenbart kun har tatt hensyn til
hennes tilstaelse.Hittil i ar har Iran henrettet tre barn. Dertil dede en 14
ar gammel gutt da han den 12. november ble straffet med 85 piskeslag
for & ha spist mat pd offentlig sted i fastemaneden Ramadan.Ved siden
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av USA er Iran nd praktisk talt det eneste land som henretter
mennesker for forbrytelser de har begatt for de har fylt 18 ar.

Parallell

Dedsdommen over Leyla M minner pd mange mater om saken mot en
annen tenaring, Atefeh Rajabi (ogsa omtalt som Ateqeh Rajabi). Hun
var 16 ar da hun den 15. august i ar ble henrettet ved offentlig
hengning i1 byen Neka nar Det kaspiske hav. Ogsd hun var gjennom
nesten hele sitt liv blitt utsatt for vold og tortur, og utnyttet seksuelt
bade av sin egen familie og av fremmede. Hun ble kjent skyldig i & ha
hatt gjentatte samleier med ugifte menn, etter at hun forst fem ganger
var demt til piskestraffer for de samme forholdene, forste gang da hun
var 14 ar..Den iransk-norske legen og menneskerettighetsaktivisten
Mahmood Amiry-Moghaddam, som arbeider ved Universitetet 1 Oslo,
papekte den gang overfor Aftenposten at den 16 &r gamle jenta etter alt
a4 demme var 1 psykisk ubalanse, at hun kom fra en fattig og
ressurssvak familie og at hun under rettssaken ikke hadde noen form
for juridisk bistand.Ifelge andre rapporter la dommeren personlig
lokken rundt den dedsdemtes hals for hun ble fort gjennom byen til
galgen. En iransk advokat som representerer den henrettedes familie,
forbereder nd en sak mot dommeren. Ifelge avisen The Independent
har advokaten dokumenter som viser at den tiltalte var mentalt syk,
slik at hennes tilstaelse ikke kunne brukes i retten. Amnesty forseker
na a hindre at ogsd Leyla M. henrettes, og ber folk sende appeller til
iranske myndigheter.

Organisasjonen understreker spesielt den dedsdemtes mentale tilstand
og Irans internasjonale juridiske forpliktelser. Opplysningene om
saken kan finnes ved & ga inn pa nettsiden www.amnesty.no.”101
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ON ATEFEH RAJABI'S EXECUTION IN IRAN

International TV interview with Maryam Kousha

September 27, 2004

Maryam Namazie: Atefeh Rajabi, a 16 year old girl, was executed on
August 15, 2004 by the Islamic regime of Iran for 'acts incompatible
with chastity'. The judge personally put the rope around her neck and
left her body hanging in the city square for 45 minutes as a lesson to
passers-by. This has outraged everyone and people are asking how this
could happen in the 21st century. Upon broadcasting this news,
someone wrote saying they could believe almost anything from the
regime but this.

Maryam Kousha: In a way the person who has asked this question is
right. We who know about the news coming from Iran everyday, know
that it is just unbelievable. It is horrendous that such things happen in
this day and age. Even if it happened 2000 years ago, it would still be
horrendous. I know horrendous things happen everyday, but executing
a 16 year old for something that everybody, you and I, take for granted
makes it unbelievable. But unfortunately it is happening in countries
like Iran. It has happened in Afghanistan, Iraq and most Middle
Eastern countries. It happens even in the heart of Europe. We have
seen so many so-called "honour killings" for the same reason. The
difference is that in countries like Iran it is state violence. Violence
against women is not only practiced, but also encouraged. In Europe,
you see honour killings but the governments obviously do not support
it in law. If they catch you doing it, you will be sentenced. But such
crimes are still acceptable within the various "communities". In Iran,
as I said it is pure state violence.

Maryam Namazie: We received another letter stating that when they
hear about such executions, they think that the Mullahs, the clergymen
themselves should be jailed, tortured or even executed. They should be
punished for what they've done to young lives and the agony and
suffering that they have imposed for 25 years in Iran. What is your
opinion on that?

Maryam Kousha: I believe most people are humanitarians. People do
not want humankind to be hurt. It is our nature. Somebody sees a
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crime happening: A 16 year old being hanged in public; it is just
heartbreaking. Even if it is your enemy you do not want to see that
horrific scene. The person asking the question is putting him/herself in
the position of the judge who passes the sentence or in the position of a
citizen of Iran and asks what the hell is going on? If it were up to me,
what would I have done? When you have this rage, the immediate
thing coming to your mind is who has executed her? I am going to
execute him! But as we know this is not the answer. It shows some
sort of concern in a way as to what can be done. I agree with the
person asking the question. Yes we should do something about it. But
the answer is not executing yet another person. We are not looking for
somebody in this scenario to execute. We are trying to find out why
Atefeh was executed; what system allowed it to happen. She had, as
you said, sexual relations with someone. That is her freedom. You
have the right to choose what you want to do with your life. Freedom
both for women and men. That RIGHT has been taken away from her.
That is the issue here. Going back to the question, what caused it?
Who did it? Was it the court? Was it the actual judge? Was it he
personally? The judge and the rest of the Islamic regime's officials
should be prosecuted in the international court of justice. That is the
way to treat them. We should not be talking about executing the whole
lot of them no matter how much we hate them. I understand the
sentiment behind that question. Because you are angry, you want to do
something about it, you want to find the real culprit but their execution
is not the answer.

Maryam Namazie: Another person wrote asking why the man who she
had sexual relations with was given a 100 lashes whilst Atefeh was
executed. He has asked us to talk about the fact that there is such
discrimination in the penal codes of the Islamic Republic of Iran and
violence against women particularly. What is your comment on that?
Maryam Kousha: In this case we have seen 100 lashes inflicted on the
man. In many cases even that doesn't happen. The man somehow
disappears! Even if we say there are different sorts of punishments for
the same crime for men and women, there are two ways of looking at
1t.
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1- Look at the situation as it is, accepting the rules of the regime,
respecting it and seeing how unjust it is within its own framework.
2- Question the whole set of rules and the law.

I tend to choose the second. If you want to get bogged down into the
legal system in Iran, after a while it becomes comic. The fact that
Islam is discriminatory is clear in every chapter of the Koran. (This is
obvious to everybody. Just look at Iran; women have to cover their
bodies, men don't; women do not have the same rights as men have;
they inherit less than men and so on.) But we are not here to argue this
and try to get the same rights for women and men within the
framework of the Koran. We don't accept the framework in the first
place. We want to go beyond the framework.

There are some 'reformists' who accept the framework and want to
somehow sugar coat it or gain some reforms within that framework.
We are not in that business because we know from history and
experience that it just does not work. We question the whole thing. We
are not here to say that punishment between men and the women
should be the same! Either both should be sentenced to 100 lashes or
both be executed! What we are saying is that none of them should be
punished in the first place. It is a good question but it depends on how
you look at it. If you answer it within the framework of the existing
law, you won't go far, but questioning the whole law would yield more
favourable results.

Maryam Namazie: Someone else has written and has asked where the
Koran is in this situation? They say, if it were according to the Koran,
there would have had to be four witnesses to have seen this sexual act.
In that case she wouldn't have been executed if they had actually
followed the Koran. What are your comments on that?

Maryam Kousha: Lets be honest, it is not rocket science to figure this
one out. Let's say you were going to have sexual relations with
somebody, you don't go to your neighbour and say hello I need 4
people to come and have a look and be a witness to what I am doing!
You don't do that. So these complementary sentences in the Koran
following section after section or chapter, as I said before, become
comic. One of the purposes these verses serve is for scholars to sit
down in a debate to discuss that the Koran could be progressive. They
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could say look at this section, use this sentence or that sentence.
People in Iran have seen what it does and they do not need these
references. We have seen these verses in action far too many times.
People in Iran do not take them seriously.

Maryam Namazie: Another question is from an Iranian living in Spain.
He says that he is left and believes that secularism is important in Iran,
but he says perhaps most of our citizens in Iran are too used to stoning,
amputations and discrimination. And given their mentality along with
the judiciary system, we shouldn't be amazed or surprised that this is
happening and he is not sure if we could ever have a secular system in
Iran. What do you think?

Maryam Kousha: I think what I've said so far and what I'm about to
say reflect more of the sentiments and passion and the way of thinking
of the majority of the people in Iran, rather than the very small section
that would say the Koran is the way. Only a minority accepts Islamic
values and way of life. But the majority do not. Nobody, not even the
most vicious person, would ENJOY looking at somebody being
decapitated or being executed in public (or in secret) or seeing a body
part amputated. The majority of people in Iran, especially women, are
sick and tired of what is going on. They are striving to gain their
freedom and rights. The mere fact that the Islamic regime needs to
hang a 16-year-old in public shows that people in Iran are not used to
it. If it was something that you were used to, clapped for and had no
problems with, the Islamic regime of Iran would not have had the need
to use it as a tool to terrorise people or teach them a lesson. The reason
why they resort to such actions is because they know people do not
want what the regime is "offering" and has done for more than two
decades. So THAT in itself shows that the statement in the question is
not really true. The other part of the viewer's comment is true. People
in Iran demand secularism and separation of religion from the state."'"?

The above is an International TV
(http://www.anternasional.tv/english)
interview dated September 27, 2004.
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