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On the 27th Anniversary of the Massacre of Political Prisoners in Iran

The life-and-death message of thousands of political prisoners of the 1980's:
Revolutionary overthrow of the oppressive regime of the Islamic Republic!

The oppressive anti-women regime of the Islamic Republic has executed more than 1900 prisoners including political prisoners
since 2014. Once more they have retained the number one position on a world scale! In the past six months, 570 prisoners have
been hung!

Since Rohani’s presidency and the Iranian regime’s efforts to convince the US and European imperialists that they can be relied
on as a "legitimate" and powerful state in helping them to come out of the capitalist and Middle East crisis, the regime has
intensified the arrests and executions of their opponents. In turn the imperialist powers, in order to get out of the swamps of the
Middle East crisis they are facing, and in order to recover from their capitalist crisis, shut their eyes and silently endorsed the
executions, the intensification of the subordination of women, the imprisonment of the opposition, the repression and
imprisonment of workers and toiling people by the Islamic state, as they have done throughout the past 37 years since the Islamic
Regime came to power — and especially the massacre of political prisoners in the 1980's and particularly in the summer of 1988.

From when the Islamic regime first came to power, they announced that women must wear the hijab, the symbol of slavery, and
enforced their barbaric and reactionary laws against women. They enforced organised patriarchal violence at home, work and in
the society, and when they proclaimed all the revolutionary and militant parties and organisations as illegal, and under the name
of the "Islamic Culture revolution", they attacked the universities, and when they were arresting and imprisoning the
revolutionary youth..... they told the masses of people that the subjugation of women, oppression, torture and execution are all an
inseparable part of their identity. And only through these means have they been able to continue their filthy existence.

Twenty-seven years have passed from these most horrific events of contemporary Iran. During these events, thousands of
political prisoners were executed in less than two months. The best sons and daughters of the people secretly were hung or
executed behind the prison walls. The extent of their crimes were so enormous that in order to hide any evidence, the executed
prisoners were buried in mass graves under the cover of night. They hoped that by physically eliminating thousands of political
prisoners, they could eliminate them from historical memory and hide from the new generation the prisoners’ goal of building a
world without oppression and exploitation, where they laid down their lives in struggle to achieve this goal. But the regime was
not able to hide such a horrific crime from the people. Constant exposures by revolutionary and militant forces as well as the
struggle of the families of the executed prisoners did not allow this crime to be forgotten. Revealing such a crime became another
powerful reason for the masses to understand the anti-people and anti-women nature of this oppressive regime and to expose
them even more.

A large portion of these political prisoners were women, those who rebelled against the rotten ruling anti-women system. These
women were prosecuted not only for fighting against oppression and exploitation, but they were also tortured and sexually
violated, because they were women, with the aim of teaching reactionary lessons to women in the society as a whole. But
militant and revolutionary women turned the prison into a battle ground against the religious reactionary rulers. Torture, rape and
execution could not make them surrender.

In the past seventeen years- ten years of the massacres- we were able to establish the slogan of "we will neither forgive nor
forget"” as a naked truth against those who deliberately tried hard to make this horrific crime of the Islamic Republic regime of
Iran be forgotten. It was our organisation that first put this slogan into the political arena of Iran, and since then, the activists of
our organisation have been severely attacked by the reformist trend, because these reformists know very well that this slogan
leaves no room for compromise with the criminal regime of the Islamic Republic. The presentation of this slogan by
revolutionary and radical women expresses this undeniable truth that the women can and must raise the flag of radical and
fundamental change in the society, and the fulfilment of this slogan must remain as one of the most important demands of
women and all the people of Iran.

We women, by continuing our struggle, will show that we will not forget nor forgive these brutal massacred thousands of women
political prisoners who were the representatives of rebellion and fought for the emancipation of women. This commitment
demands that thousands upon thousands of rebellious women who have had enough of the current situation step forward and ask,
"for what reason have you executed our sisters?"! If demanding emancipation and rebelling against the most barbaric regime of
our time is a "crime", therefore all of us women are “criminals”, because all of us demand emancipation and want to rebel against
outmoded, backward and barbaric regimes such as the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Today women and revolutionary militants, particularly the youth, not only value the message of life and death of these thousands
of political prisoners, but they are also committed to the realisation of this slogan. Along this path, we cannot forget the massacre
of the political prisoners nor forgive those who are responsible for such a crime.
The new generation of fighters can become the flag bearers of the anger and hatred of the people against the Islamic Republic
regime, and like the martyrs of the 1980's, will accept nothing less than the revolutionary overthrow of the entire anti-women
Islamic Republic regime of Iran.

8 March Women's Organisation (Iran-Afghanistan)

September 2015



Zum 27. Jahrestag des Massakers an politischen Gefangenen im Iran

Die Leben-und-Tod Botschaft von Tausenden politischen Gefangenen aus den 1980er Jahren:
Revolutionrer Sturz des Unterdrtcker-Regimes der Islamischen Republik!

Das unterdriickende, frauenfeindliche Regime der Islamischen Republik Iran hat tber 1900 Gefangene, darunter politische
Gefangene, seit 2014 hingerichtet. Einmal mehr haben sie ihre Position als Nummer Eins im Weltma<stab behalten! In den
vergangenen sechs Monaten haben sie 570 Gefangene gehongt!

Seit Rohani's Prcsidentschaft und den Bemiihungen des iranischen Regimes, den USA und europgischer Imperialisten — mit der
Behauptung, dass sie sich auf den Iran als "legitimen™ und mgchtigen Staat verlassen knnten, aus der kapitalistischen und der Krise
im Nahen Osten heraus zu kommen — hat das Regime die Verhaftungen und Hinrichtungen von ihren Gegnern intensiviert.

Die imperialistischen Mcchte verschlie<len die Augen und billigen schweigend die Hinrichtungen, die verschorfte Unterdriickung der
Frauen, die Inhaftierung der Opposition, die Unterdriickung und Inhaftierung von Arbeitern und Werktctigen durch den islamischen
Staat — so wie es sie in den vergangenen 37 Jahren getan haben, als das islamische Regime an die Macht kam, und vor allem auch
beim Massaker an politischen Gefangenen in den 1980er Jahren und insbesondere im Sommer 1988.

Seit das islamische Regime zum ersten Mal an die Macht gekommen ist, hat es angekiindigt, dass Frauen den Hijab, das Symbol der
Sklaverei, tragen missen, und sie ihre barbarischen und reaktioncren Gesetze gegen Frauen durchsetzen werden.

Mit diesen Gesetzen organisierten sie patriarchale Gewalt zu Hause, auf der Arbeit und in der Gesellschaft, und sie erklorten alle
revolutionoren und militanten Parteien und Organisationen als illegal. Unter dem Namen der "Islamischen Kulturrevolution " griffen
sie die Universitcten an und inhaftierten die revolutioncre Jugend ... Den Massen des Volkes sagten sie, dass die Unterdriickung der
Frauen, ihre Unterjochung, Folter und Hinrichtungen ein untrennbarer Teil ihrer Identitot seien. Und nur durch diese Mittel waren sie
in der Lage, ihre schmutzigen Existenz fortzusetzen.

Siebenundzwanzig Jahre sind von der schrecklichsten Zeit des zeitgenssischen Iran vergangenen. Wohrend dieser Zeit wurden
Tausende politische Gefangene in weniger als zwei Monaten hingerichtet. Die besten Shne und Tchter der Menschen wurden
heimlich oder hinter Gefongnismauern gehongt.

Das Ausmad ihrer Verbrechen war so gro<, dass sie, um jegliche Beweise zu verbergen, die hingerichteten Gefangenen in
Massengrobern im Schutz der Nacht vergraben haben.

Sie hofften, dass sie durch die physische Vernichtung Tausender politischer Gefangenen, sie auch aus der historischen Erinnerung
beseitigen knnten und sie mit ihnen auch deren Ziele tiber den Aufbau einer Welt ohne Unterdriickung und Ausbeutung vor der neuen
Generation verbergen knnten — denn das war, wofiir sich die Gefangenen mit ihrem Leben im Kampf verschrieben hatten.

Aber das Regime war nicht in der Lage, ein solch schreckliches Verbrechen vor den Menschen zu verstecken. Durch die konstante
Bekanntmachung von revolutionoren und militanten Kroften sowie dem Kampf der Familien der hingerichteten Gefangenen war es
nicht mglich, dass dieses Verbrechen vergessen wurde.

Die Enthullung des Verbrechens wurde stattdessen ein weiterer kraftvoller Grund fiir die Massen, um den massen- und
frauenfeindlichen Charakter dieses Unterdriicker-Regimes zu durchschauen und einmal mehr zu bekcmpfen.

Ein gro<ger Teil der politischen Gefangenen waren Frauen, die sich gegen das morsche frauenfeindliche System aufgelehnt hatten.
Diese Frauen wurden fir den Kampf gegen Unterdriickung und Ausbeutung nicht nur strafrechtlich verfolgt, sie wurden auch
gefoltert und sexuell missbraucht, weil sie Frauen waren, und mit dem Ziel, alle Frauen in der Gesellschaft mit den reaktioncren
Lehren zu erziehen.

Aber die militanten und revolutionoren Frauen wandelten das Gefongnis in ein Schlachtfeld gegen die religisen reaktionoren
Herrscher. Trotz Folter, Vergewaltigung und Hinrichtungen kapitulierten sie nicht.

In den vergangenen siebzehn Jahren — zehn Jahre des Massakers — konnten wir den Slogan "wir werden weder verzeihen noch
vergessen™ als nackte Wahrheit gegen diejenigen richten, die bewusst versucht haben, diese schrecklichen Verbrechen des Regimes
der Islamischen Republik Iran vergessen zu lassen.

Es war unsere Organisation, die diesen Slogan als erste in die politische Arena des Iran eingebracht hat, und seitdem sind die
Aktivistinnen unserer Organisation heftig von den reformistischen Krgften angegriffen worden. Denn die Reformisten wissen sehr
gut, dass dieser Slogan keinen Raum fiir Kompromisse mit dem verbrecherischen Regime der Islamischen Republik Icsst.

Das ffentliche Verbreiten dieses Slogans durch revolutionore und radikale Frauen driickt die unbestreitbare Wahrheit aus, dass Frauen
die Flagge von radikalem und grundlegendem Wandel in der Gesellschaft hissen knnen und miissen, und die Erfiillung diesen Mottos
muss eine der wichtigsten Forderungen der Frauen und des ganzes Volkes im Iran sein.

Wir Frauen werden durch die Fortsetzung unseres Kampfes zeigen, dass wir das brutale Massaker an Tausenden politischen
Gefangenen weder vergessen, noch vergeben. Frauen, die Vertreter der Rebellion waren und fiir die Emanzipation der Frauen
kompften.

Dieses Engagement verlangt, dass Tausende und Abertausende von rebellischen Frauen, die genug von der aktuellen Situation haben,
einen Schritt nach vorne machen und fragen: "aus welchem Grund haben Sie unsere Schwestern hingerichtet?"!

Wenn anspruchsvolle Emanzipation und Rebellion gegen die barbarischsten Regime unserer Zeit ein "Verbrechen" sein soll, dann
sind alle von uns Frauen "Kriminelle", denn alle von uns verlangen Emanzipation und wollen sich gegen tberholte, riickschrittliche
und barbarische Regimes wie der Islamischen Republik Iran wehren.

Frauen und revolutionore Kompfer von heute, vor allem der Jugend, wertschotzen nicht nur die Leben-und-Tod Botschaft dieser
Tausender politischer Gefangenen, sie sind auch zur Realisierung dieses Motto verpflichtet. Auf diesem Weg knnen wir weder das
Massaker an den politischen Gefangenen vergessen, noch denen vergeben, die fur eine solche Straftat verantwortlich sind.

Die Kumpfer der neuen Generation knnen die Fahnentroger der Wut und des Hasses der Menschen gegen das Regime der
Islamischen Republik werden, wie die Mortyrer von den 1980er Jahren, und es wird nichts weniger akzeptiert werden als der
revolutioncre Sturz des gesamten frauenfeindlichen Regimes der Islamischen Republik Iran.

Frauenorganisation 8 Mcrz (Iran-Afghanistan)
September 2015



They are maintaining a meaningful silence about how the Syrian crisis is the result of the US’s aim to build "The greater
Middle East" in the first place with their invasions of Afghanistan and Irag. Now that the area has become a swamp for the US,
which no imperialist solution can ever end, every leader in these war crimes is pursuing their own interests and covering their
criminal, blood-stained hands amidst the global commotion.

They all avoid the reality of WHY thousands of women, men, children, elderly, young, handicapped, sick, etc. are crossing
borders on foot or in sub-standard rubber boats, or crowding into meat trucks or trains to escape, dead or alive? What is the
reason for these people's homelessness and misery? Who is the perpetrator?

Isn't it the patriarchal capitalist system in the first place, which is honorably supported by their Excellencies (these politicians)
who are in fact trying to save it at any cost? Isn't the reason for this flood of refugees fleeing the Middle East and northern
Africa to be found in the interference and wars fostered by these imperialists, who signed the firing orders for the conflagration
that has spread day-by-day, with the entire region now in flames?

In facing the bitter reality that these refugees feel in their very bones, one should never forget that the civil war in Iraq and
Syria is the continuation of the US and their allies' militarism, which was intended to ensure their own advantages. They
destroyed Afghanistan in the name of "freedom for Afghani women" and bringing "democracy" and "fighting the Taliban"; and
now the Taliban has become their partner in power, women are more oppressed than ever, and "democracy" is a demagogical
charade that is trotted out every couple of years in elections. The same bitter story of destruction and fragmentation and
homelessness took place in Iraq, where Islamic fundamentalist groups emerged, ensuring that the people of Irag and Syria
wouldn’t see a day of peace. Out of 18 million Syrians, 230,000 have been killed, 11 million people displaced, 3 million
children cannot attend schools, and more than 4 million people have fled across the country’s borders. Almost four out of five
Syrian refugees are either women or children. 145,000 refugee families live in Lebanon, Jordan, Egypt and even Irag, one-
fourth of whom emigrated under a woman's leadership or guardianship. Women have had to defend their families against
extreme poverty, fear of imprisonment, threat and constant violence, disdain and rape. This gives only a glimpse of the
conditions of Syria’s homeless women, who, like always, are the first victims of war and occupation, and besides facing the
enemy’s dangers and threats, also face other kinds of threats, cruelty and rape from their menfolk who are otherwise sharing
the same fate. They grapple with dangers and threats at every moment, with fewer resources at their disposal. Many women
have been kidnapped and sold into sexual slavery or the flourishing prostitution markets of these countries, sometimes
thousands of kilometers from their homes and families, under the control of mafia prostitution networks in Europe and the US,
or they become domestic slaves. Women generally have responsibility for the children too, and, due to sexual discrimination,
when overloaded boats capsize they lack the techniques and skills to swim, so together with their children become the major
victims of the sea. This is not only the fate of Syrian women but also the fate of many women from Honduras, Nigeria,
Myanmar, etc., who travel to other imperialist countries like the US and Australia, or even to the poorer countries like Turkey
and Lebanon. Today the fate of millions of refugees and women, who have been displaced around the world without hope or a
future, is intertwined.

One thing is certain: the perpetrators of all these displacements, killings, homelessness, rape, sexual violence, kidnapping, etc.,
are the European and US patriarchal imperialists who have helped or fostered the formation of Islamic fundamentalist
tendencies in the Middle East and North Africa in order to preserve and stabilize their own privileges, and are supporting and
strengthening them today. Despite the ideological-political opposition that they have with these regressive religious groups, not
only have the imperialists not stopped supporting them, but they have also maintained the main source of their military
equipment. Their privileges are preserved by the survival of this system, which is based on oppression and exploitation, even at
the cost of killing and displacing millions of people in this region and throughout the world.

Everyone shouting "open the doors, we want fresh air!" across Europe's streets needs to be able to understand the message of
this migration: "this life is not worthy of humanity". The people who have opened their doors and hearts to these tired and
hopeless refugees today must be able to lead a movement that guarantees a world in which there are no borders, no
nationalities, no sexuality, no barbed wire, no camps, no prisons, no wars, no bullets, no batons, no discrimination, no
oppression, no exploitation, no hunger, no destruction, no homelessness, no banishment, no threats, no rape. Such a movement
must go beyond commiseration, merci’s and humanitarian assistance, and must engage in a revolutionary and fundamental
fight! It must be a movement that has the potential to bring about such a world and we, the women and activists of the 8th of
March Women’s Organization, see ourselves as a part of this struggle to establish it.

8 March Women's Organisation (Iran-Afghanistan)
September 2015



No border, No nation, No gender

This situation is not tolerable any more, we must start a dynamic fight!

he picture of "Aylan", the three-year-old Syrian child who fell asleep forever, tired of the *’death game’’ on the

Mediterranean shores, shook the world and reminded us that these conditions are no longer tolerable. Aylan came to notice for
a short moment through the camera lenses when he was no longer alive, while according to the statistics at this very moment
there are more than 20 million refugees who need a safe shelter to live. Their story is witness to the unbearable and shameful
catastrophe that humanity is facing. These are people who had to bear the atrocities of migration, banishment and
homelessness and step out onto a death route to escape occupation, reactionary war, national, racial, religious, sexual and other
sorts of oppression... as well as the destruction of their environment, all in order to be able to make a better life for themselves
and their children!

Although migration is hardly a new phenomenon, this wave of thousands of desperate people has compelled the media and the
politicians, who at first deliberately held their silence, to speak about this "humanitarian catastrophe”, especially in the
countries that are the destination of the majority of the asylum seekers. Some of them sympathize demagogically with these
asylum seekers and pretend to support them, while others clearly insist on anti-migration and war-mongering policies. It has
reached the point that Angela Merkel, the leader of economic austerity in Europe, who is responsible for shattering pressures
on lower class people — especially “foreigners’ — is posing flagrantly as a "savior angel" for the refugees. Her goal is not to
sympathize and commiserate with the refugees, but either to absorb the Syrians, who were once at the top in the Middle East,
as part of an educated professional labour force, so that they can rebuild the capitalist crisis-stricken Germany or else to make
them, like other "foreigners", into part of a ‘reserve army of labor’ so as to help lower wages through "legal™" and "illegal"
work, and thereby enhance profitability, and also to fuel the fire of racist and anti-foreigner tendencies among the fascist
parties and groups. The solution England and France offer to end the wave of immigration is to bomb Syria some more, which
merely means greater destruction in the living hell where these wanderers once lived and where many who do not have the
opportunity to escape are still trapped. The United States of America, the world leader in war, crime and killings, especially in
the Middle East, has proposed to accept ten thousand Syrian refugees in order not to fall behind the "humanitarian” squad!
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